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The Taylor community speaks
Leading up to the final results

A

s election results rolled
in, The Echo collected responses from 46 Taylor students and three

faculty members in six different locations, including
the LaRita Boren Campus Center, Euler, Zondervan Library and a reception hosted at the home
of Tom Jones, chair of history, global and political

studies. Due to space limits, the Echo was unable
to print the full extent of the numerous responses
received. What follows is a brief compilation of the
Taylor community’s feelings during Election Night.

8pm
8:00

Gary Johnson at 2 percent,
what an impact!
-Senior Joseph Johns

8:00

My sister is shopping right now and taking
mirror selfies. I’m like, ‘No, go sit yourself down
in front of a TV and care about America.’
-Junior Emily Campbell

I wonder how many closet Trump
supporters we have at Taylor.
-Nicholas Kerton-Johnson
8:00

Photograph by Naomi Page

Voter turnout was strong in
the Upland township area.

Decision
Grant
County
A local election brief

9pm

Annabelle Blair
News Co-Editor
Let’s switch back and forth between CNN (Clinton
News Network) and Fox to get bias from both sides.
-Nicholas Kerton-Johnson

Residents of the Upland area directly surrounding Taylor’s campus voted
9:43
at Upland Community Church—the
poll location for Jefferson 1st and
3rd precincts.
Photograph by Mindy Wildman
The poll location remained open between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesday,
with some election officials beginning
work at 4:30 a.m. According to Larry
10:17
Stump, the poll inspector for Jefferson
Trump winning is a nightmare—
I think the Hispanic community as a whole
1st and 3rd precincts, election officials
okay, that’s kind of dramatic.
at Taylor and in general (is) freaking out.
Now I’m really set on the idea of wearing a
lock the doors at 6 p.m., allowing only
-Sophomore Madigan McKeough
-Freshman Katherine Sanchez
pantsuit if she wins tomorrow; the white one.
those already inside to vote.
10:15
-Sophomore Annie Evans
10:32
Stump said 122 people were immediately in line when the doors opened. “It
was lined from here, to there, for four
hours,” he said, gesturing from one side
of the building to the other. “It’s been
a good turnout.”
11:04
It’s shocking, and it’s a good shock. Just with
Due to the large number of peoI really feel like either way we go, it’s God in
expectations of Hillary being out so far ahead, it’s
ple
coming in to vote early on and
control.
People
are
updating
their
statuses,
There’s more tension between my friends (during
good to see that our nation is still keeping true to
throughout
the day, Stump and other
helping
to
change
other
people’s
opinions,
but
election night), but overall, not really.
our constitutional fathers and their foundations.
offi
cials
expected
to be at the polls unI
think
.
.
.
we
really
need
God
to
come
through.
-Sophomore Brandon Klinger
-Freshman Evan Pruitt
til late in the evening. However, the last
-Senior Janik Perera
11:50
voter walked out at 6:15 p.m.
11:09
Upland resident Amanda Evans voted for the first time Tuesday, as it’s the
first election she’s been old enough to
participate in. She waited in line for
one hour and 15 minutes. “My family
I’m pretty surprised and feeling a lot more
gets into politics, so I guess I’m one of
I
abstained
from
the
election
because
I
anxious than I thought I would. I guess I had
The values Trump stands for show that there’s
them and really get into it,” Evans said.
felt
that
contributing
to
either
candidate
a couple months to think that Donald Trump
a larger dissatisfaction with Washington
This election was also the first time
would
be
morally
reprehensible.
could be my President, but that’s come in
than there has ever been in the past.
Upland
resident Leta Webb voted.
-Sophomore
Peyton
Nill
varying degrees and with much hesitation.
-Senior Brock Bucher
Webb waited in line for an hour but
-Junior
Chester
Chan
12:00
12:10
12:32
said the process was pretty simple
once she reached the booth. Webb said
she chose to vote this year because of
her pastor’s encouragement to do so.
Voter turnout in Grant County was
52 percent, a two percent increase
from 2008, with Donald Trump receivI feel like America is making this a joke—
We’ll still be sitting here tomorrow morning
ing 17,009 of the votes; Hillary Clinton
and this is something serious.
when people are going to their 8 a.m. (classes)
7,029; and Gary Johnson 1,201.
-Senior Abby Smith
saying ‘Yeah, Michigan is still too close to call.’
1:02
Republican Anthony Cook was elect-Junior Noah Hamilton
ed State Representative for District 32,
1:07
which includes the Upland township.
Photograph provided by Michael Davisson
Cook beat his only opponent, DemoA room in Wengatz Hall serves as a place
crat Ryan Davis, by a 2,184 margin.
for third east friends to view results
echo@taylor.edu
Students gather in the OIP office
to watch the results together

10pm

11pm

12pm

1am

Graphic illustrated by Derek Bender

Civility and
constituent
conversations
Reactions to
decision 2016
Katherine Yeager
News Co-Editor

Students and faculty gathered in Zurcher Commons for “After the Voting
Booth,” a post-election conversation
led by Michael Hammond (’92), dean
of the school of liberal arts. Groups
circled around tables where attendees engaged in dialogue regarding the
election, its aftermath and the state of
the nation. Hammond discussed the
idea of “Taylor at her best” in light of
the election season.
The crowd represented a variety
of backgrounds, both politically and
culturally, bringing well-rounded perspectives and narrative variety to the
conversation. Many from both parties
expressed fear and frustration.
At a Thursday morning meeting,
faculty were informed that some
students ran down the hallways of

Students and faculty listen to the “After the Voting
Booth” presentation in Zurcher Commons.

residence halls waving Confederate
flags.
Junior Gabriela Ortiz and sophomore Genevieve,* both international students, felt hurt after comments
they heard or received following the
election announcement.
Several students joked with Ortiz
regarding comments made by the
President-elect. “I have heard bad
jokes about me being kicked out of
the country because a racist, disrespectful person won the elections and

Photograph by Naomi Page

is now the face and leader of the most
powerful country in the world,” Ortiz said.
Genevieve received an intimidating series of Snapchat videos from a
Taylor student. The videos featured a
student yelling Trump’s name along
with a series of expletives and slurs,
advising viewers to give up and side
with the President-elect.
The sender of the Snapchat message was not a close friend of Genevieve’s; she had never received a

message from the student before.
Genevieve perceived the message as an intentional threat, feeling
scared and hurt after Election Day. On
Wednesday afternoon, however, she
received a comforting email from a
professor. Genevieve said this message made her feel safer, knowing she
had advocates in her professors, close
friends and God.
Ortiz felt similarly. As a Latina student, Ortiz has never felt different in
a negative way at Taylor. She feels welcomed and loved by the Taylor community but recognizes the election
has revealed another side of normally peaceful people.
Sophomore Claire Bokma hopes
students continue listening actively, educating themselves in to see
through others’ eyes.
Hammond encouraged creating
space for boundary disagreement,
a disagreement using convicted civility and grace to listen, a trait he
hopes will sharpen students as they
process their feelings on the election’s outcome.
Hammond called all citizens, regardless of whom they voted for, to
hold the President-elect accountable.
He asked the crowd to consider both
sides of incivility: arrogance and selfish withdrawal.

The Gospel, Hammond believes, is
big enough to handle rage within Taylor’s community.
“Taylor at its best means my disagreement with you doesn’t mean I
disagree with you and shove you away,”
Hammond said. “It means I disagree
with you, and I pull you close so I can
hear you more deeply and widely.”
Hammond encouraged those
gathered at the event to love others
enough to listen. Responding to the
hurt of some students and faculty
over the election results, Hammond
encouraged them to use the Gospel
to understand hurt on the other side.
Not speaking up, Hammond believes, is another form of incivility.
He encourages students not to disconnect but to exchange ideas.
“Do we love each other enough
to sit with someone who we don’t
agree with and listen to their point
of view, maybe not realistically thinking it will change our mind but giving them the respect (they) deserve?”
Hammond asked.
The election is over, but conversations continue to broadcast the voices and narratives of citizens who seek
to hold the government accountable
and ensure their voices are heard.
*Name changed for safety concerns
echo@taylor.edu
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A story of tears

Photograph provided by Michael Vaden

Rodriguez: “Trump says black voters have nothing to lose. But I do: my family.”

Freedom and
responsibility
The source and
meaning of our
nation’s freedom
Linda K. Taylor
Faculty Contributor

Today is Veteran’s Day. Today we
honor you men and women who
are or have been part of our American military, fighting for freedom.
I wish more people understood
the sacrifices you’ve made—separation from family, constant
moves, facing enemies in combat,
PTSD—and doing all of this for pathetic pay. You make these sacrifices because you believe in America.
Thank you.
We have just come out of a very
divisive election. Half the country
is rejoicing and half the country
is depressed. But that’s what voting is all about. Some win; some
lose. I have cried my eyes out over
a few elections; I’ve sighed with relief at others.
But here’s the bottom line: no
election has the power to ruin a
free people.
Thank a veteran for that.
But here’s the other part of the
bottom line: with freedom comes

a huge amount of responsibility. We’re
free—but not to hurt one another. Not
to make fun of one another. Not to
badmouth those who disagree with
us. We’re free to express opinions, but
we must always do so respectfully, realizing the person across from us who
believes differently came to their opinion in a reasoned way, just as we did.
Now is the time to listen to
one another.
Has America had some really bad
policies? Yes. Have some presidents
made some really bad decisions? Yes.
Does America have some really big
problems to work on? You bet.
But it has always been that way. The
best we can do is, when we see a problem, figure out how to fix it.
When the next election comes
around (and not just the presidential
election—but state, local and town
elections), we must get involved, get
educated, voice our opinions and vote
for the ones who represent us.
And for the rest of our lives, we
must understand we’ll win some and
we’ll lose some. But we’re still free to
stand on our principles and work
for change.
Many of the greatest changes that
happened in our country have not
been the result of top-down decisions from a president; instead, they

Voices
Student Body Vice President

I have heard voices crying out
from campus and beyond, and as
a Christian community, we cannot keep dismissing them. If I’ve
found anything true during this
election season, it is that people
want to be known. This isn’t exactly a new desire or anything,
but over the past year, events

the very deep feelings on both sides
and work together to make whatever
needs to be improved better?
We’ve been working on it for 240
years. We have come a long way. We
still have a long way to go. We will always have a long way to go. But we
won’t get there by refusing to listen to
one another or refusing to learn from
our own history.
Thank you, veterans, for selflessly serving and preserving this great
country. May the rest of us learn from
your example.
echo@taylor.edu
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Linda Taylor’s father, Col. Philip Chaffee (USAF-Ret), as he appeared in 1968 serving in Vietnam.

falls on ourselves, and that burden
is heavy.
The end of the election will not be
the end of our voices. We did not cast
them away when we hit the submit
button at the DMV or when we licked
the envelope for an absentee ballot
that may not have reached the polls
on time. Our voices and the power that goes with them are still ours.
The issues do not stop here, and our
responses do not end in a checkbox
next to a name.
Be warned: the unlimited power of God and his sovereign, omnipotent reign does not afford you
the right to stand by in complacency. Our voices are still needed; it is only the conversation that
has changed.
And because the conversation has
changed, we need to listen to each
other. This attitude should go without saying, but often isn’t adopted.

What good is a voice that speaks
above all others, unwilling to “stoop”
to others’ ignorance? What good is
a voice that diminishes the experiences of other human beings? One
that puts people down? We cannot
belittle the pain people are feeling
just because we don’t feel that same
pain. We must make sure those who
feel scared, hurt and ignored also
feel profoundly loved.
To anyone who feels unloved,
abandoned, fearful or hurt from the
results of this election: I offer you
my voice. I offer you my strength
and mind, and while I know that
doesn’t include much, it’s all I have.
I offer you my ears, and I will truly
listen to you when you feel like no
one else will. I offer you my hands to
help you carry the burdens you may
have to bear—hands ready to work
whenever you are ready to begin. I
offer you any wisdom God may have
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have sown a lot of fear in the hearts
and minds of the American people:
the fear that if your candidate fails,
your voice and hopes go with them.
Here’s a slogan that was thrown
around a lot during this election season to mobilize a complacent populace: “Vote! Make your voice be heard
and vote!” The posters, commercials,
actors, TV personalities and extended family members on Facebook
screamed this.
Sometimes we forget that our votes
and the candidates on the ballot are
not the only ones who must carry our
voices. No, that responsibility always

work together, serve together and
worship together.
The best way we can honor
our veterans is being worthy of
their sacrifices.
Instead of letting our opinions divide us—instead of being angry that
there actually are people who think
differently than us—why don’t we
find ways to make positive change
in our personal lives, in our families,
in our communities and workplaces
and in our world? Why don’t we take
a deep breath, listen to one another,
learn from one another, understand

ST U

Our responses
do not end in a
ballot checkbox

have been the result of free people
voicing their opinions, working for
change and voting in the lawmakers
who could make the changes happen.
In one case in particular, we fought
a horrifying war on our own soil because of those differing opinions.
Where did we get the freedom to
fight for what we believe? To express
our opinions? To rant and rave on our
blogs and on Facebook?
Thank a vet for that.
Thank a vet that we are still a free
country where we can have vastly
different opinions and live together,

T

Contributor

Many minorities in this country—including those of race, religion, gender and sexuality—waited
for America to tell us through the
ballot boxes whether or not we were
wanted. For those of you who feel I’m

EN

Victor H. Rodriguez II

On November 8, 2016, some people
were waiting for a miracle while others were waiting for history. I was
waiting to find out if my parents
would be able to see me walk across
the graduation stage in four years.

Programs (OIP) office felt a range
of emotions throughout the night.
There was no doubt who we supported. The night ended in hugs, tears
and prayer.
For many of us, we made the choice
to watch the election in the OIP office
so we could have a safe place free from
Trump supporters. We felt sober as we
left. My thoughts were interrupted by
men in Samuel Morris Hall celebrating
Trump’s win: they cheered as they ran
through the dorm in the nude. It was
a strange display, but I felt it was justified. Those men saw not only a miracle
but also a historic day.
Now, what did the members of that
group have in common? They were
all white Christian males. In my mind
this is no coincidence.
My reaction to this election can
be summed up by political analyst
Van Jones:
“We have talked about everything
but race tonight. We have talked about
income, class, region. We haven’t talked about race. This was a white-lash.
This was a white-lash against a changing country. It was a white-lash against
a black president in part, and that’s the
part where the pain comes.”
This is the America where we now
live. The white electorate has spoken, and we will abide by it. But I
will say this: if you voted for Trump,
that’s okay. But if you say your Christian faith led you to that decision,
I question your understanding of
the Gospel.
echo@taylor.edu
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Some waited for
a miracle. Some
waited in fear.

being overly dramatic, ask people
from some of the minority groups I
just mentioned how they feel; let their
tears tell their stories.
No matter where you stand politically, you can’t negate there are people on this campus who feel hurt
and unwanted. So, what are we to
do about it? Forget about it? Ignore
it? Or as Christians are we called to
lament with those who are hurting; to
do as Jesus did and take on the pain
of others?
As a first-generation Mexican
-American, I am the son of two Mexican immigrants. Some people call me
an “anchor baby.” For me, this election
was about much more than just electing someone to run this country. It
was about electing someone who had
a plan for my people, for my family
and for me. This election cycle, you
could say I had skin in the game.
Trump says black voters have nothing to lose. But I do: my family. My
parents could be deported in the next
four years. My cousin might never fulfill his dream of becoming an engineer. But this isn’t just a race thing.
It’s an oppression thing. The reality
is that for those of us who don’t look
like white males, we’ve been talked
about differently in this election cycle. This means we will also be treated differently.
This election was close. Each candidate fought a hard campaign, but
no pollster predicted it would be this
tight. Those of us who watched the
election in the Office of Intercultural
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granted me, if I have any to share in
the first place. I offer you my heart,
to tell you with utmost sincerity
that I love you, again and again, until one day you may believe it. And
I offer you my prayers, that you will
find many more who will be willing
to do the same.
echo@taylor.edu
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Politics out of public view
A student’s experience
working behindthe-scenes in Mike
Pence’s office

People rarely see the behind-thescenes work of politics in action, but
fortunately for senior Jordan Hall,
his internship at Indiana Governor
Mike Pence’s office this past summer
allowed him a glimpse into the reality
of political work.
After applying to the position and
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interviewing for the spot, Hall was accepted as a summer intern. Although
he didn’t interact with Pence a great
deal—Pence was frequently out of
the office due to campaigning—Hall
did see him speak and travel with his
team a few times.
His daily work included policy research and occasional constituent
work. Since he was an intern officially
employed by the state of Indiana, Hall
was unable to actively participate in
the massive campaign process that
took place over this summer.
However, he and his fellow interns
were allowed to take calls, enabling
them to hear different people’s opinions on the presidential election and,
if necessary, direct them to the help
they were seeking. Even in these personal interactions, interns weren’t
permitted to express their thoughts
or opinions in return.
“Sometimes (taking phone calls)
was fun; sometimes it was ten seconds
of getting chewed out and then getting
hung up on, or thirty minutes of getting chewed out, and (in that case) we
usually hung up on them,” Hall said.
The phone calls ranged from angry to abnormal. One interesting
phone call Hall took involved a couple guys wanting to talk about presidential conspiracies. On the other
hand, Hall’s rewards came from successfully helping people and directing
their calls to the appropriate people.
One bright spot—and unusual aspect—that stood out to Hall during
his experience working in a political
office was others’ kindness. Pence’s
staff made sure Hall was doing okay;

Photograph by Elyse Horb

Jordan Hall saw the behind-the-scenes action of politics through his
summer internship working for future vice president Mike Pence.

they were good people, according
to Hall.
“I expected it to be very fast-paced
and everybody in their own world
. . . (but) people were very outgoing and took time for me,” Hall said.
“I feel that’s not really the person
(who) gets portrayed when you think
about politics.”
Hall acknowledged the public often
sees politicians—and politics in general—as cutthroat and competitive,
but he emphasized the importance
of looking at politicians in a broader
sense: who they are as people.
He highlighted the various aspects
that make up people, including who
they are, who they surround themselves with and what they’ve done.
“Behind the scenes, people are people,” said Hall. “We don’t often think
of them as who they are as a person,

but everyone who worked in (Pence’s)
office was very likable, very relational,
and the times I was around the governor, he was same way and treated
everyone with a lot of respect.”
Hall is grateful for the God-given
opportunity, through his summer internship, to interact with the future
vice president. Looking back on his
experience and the outcome of the
election, Hall emphasizes how crazy
the whole situation is.
“(Being) able to look back and say
that I was a member of his staff at
such an exciting time is a great blessing,” said Hall. “I had a great opportunity to interact with Governor Pence
and his staff behind the scenes a little
bit this summer, and it gives me peace
to know that someone of his character is leading our country.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Wheaton brings together faculty and students
from around the world. Through the modular M.A.
in Intercultural Studies, you will train with our
globally-connected community on the latest crosscultural methods. Join the thousands of Wheaton
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“If we want to protect the quality of life for all
Americans . . . then we need to tell the truth
about radical Islam.”
Behind the headlines
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Bella Purcell
Junior
Valencia, Spain

Photograph by Halie Owens

Samuel David
Rodriguez Castillo
Senior

Photograph provided by Joe Beamish

Joe Beamish
Junior

Catacamas, Olancho, Honduras

Dunedin, New Zealand

International students and the election

Speak up in the silence
and listen to the voiceless
Gabby Carlson

Life & Times Co-Editor

“Wait. Is this somewhere that I can’t
feel safe? Because I don’t feel safe,”
junior Bella Purcell, an international student from Spain, said after a
phone call from her tearful mother
on Wednesday morning. Many international students have developed this
mindset after the unexpected election
of Donald J. Trump this past week.
Taylor University’s international student population has endured
a very long week. “It feels like Saturday,” Purcell said on Thursday.
“These last few days have felt like
an eternity.”
While Trump supporters rejoice
in Trump’s hard-fought victory and
Clinton supporters mourn what
many of them believed would be
a landslide Clinton victory, many

Behind

internationals stay quiet about their
doubts because they didn’t have a
voice in the election.
As many have read on social media and the news, Trump plans to
change the immigration policies
and has even proposed building a
wall in between the United States
and Mexico in an attempt to keep illegal immigrants out of the country.
Trump’s words can be offensive,
hurting members of many races and wounding women with his
comments. Samuel David Rodriguez Castillo, a senior from Honduras, said, “Having a Mexican father,
some of Trump’s comments have
been very offensive (to me).”
When some international students in America speak about the
President-elect, they have doubts.
Trump winning the election over
Clinton was unexpected. The world
did not see Trump winning, so his
policies were not seriously considered. Now many fear for their

futures in a place that has become
their second home.
Joe Beamish, a junior from New
Zealand, reminisced about a time
two years ago when he was in the
locker room and Trump’s name in
the White House was a joke between him and his friends.
But it’s now a reality for thousands of international students who
feared this outcome.
“My mum rang me last night and
was freaking out because Trump is
(going to be) president,” Beamish said.
Their attitude toward Trump’s
presidency was not predominantly
hatred or resentment but fear. Fear
of losing visas, fear of discrimination and fear of racism have dominated the conversations of the
last three days among non-american citizens.
Purcell was hurt by one comment in particular when someone
approached her and asked her why
she hadn’t been deported yet.

“I try to think of how Jesus would
react to Trump in the next four
years,” Purcell said. “Because in my
heart I want to root for him to do
the right thing, since I plan to stay
here and go to grad school next.”

“My mum rang me last night and
was freaking out because Trump
is (going to be) president.”
Tuesday night’s presidential decision resulted in riots raging in
places such as Oakland and Portland. But the tension doesn’t stop
with the United States. Purcell commented that this election is not only
domestic but worldwide. “There are
already countries who don’t like
him,” she said. “Most of Latin America does not like him; Europe doesn’t
like him either.”
Beamish is unsure of the next four
years but believes anything could
happen with Trump in charge.

Castillo, once excited to work in
America post-graduation, has doubts
about staying in the country longterm, even though his work opportunities elsewhere would not be as
beneficial to his family.
“In a lot of ways, I feel isolated,”
Purcell said. “I don’t know how to
express how I feel to my friends
without making them feel bad or
weird. They haven’t grown up in a
community where they’re black or
they’re Latino, and they just don’t
have that experience, and it’s not
bad; it just isn’t how they grew up.”
The silence of the international
community in America is tangible.
Rather than dampening their voices, people may encourage the international students around them.
Another “like” on Facebook isn’t
enough to fight racism, but a listening ear and a kind word speak
volumes to a population silenced by
the fear of the unknown.
echo@taylor.edu

the Headlines
An in-depth analysis
of international affairs

What a Trump
presidency could
mean for American
foreign policy
Wilson Alexander
Contributor

Donald Trump’s win in the 2016 presidential election is a tremendous upset that has polarized America and
the world. It also has the potential to
significantly change some elements
of U.S. foreign policy, especially relations with Mexico and Russia, trade
policy and the war on ISIS.

Mexico
Trump’s stance on immigration has
been one of the most controversial
issues of the campaign. His most
well-known policy proposal is undoubtedly his plan to build a wall on
the border with Mexico, which Mexico will supposedly pay for.
On his website, Trump explains
that he will make this happen by
preventing undocumented workers
from sending money from the United
States to Mexico. He touts the importance of this cash flow to the Mexican
economy, stating, “There is no significant social safety net provided by the
state of Mexico.”
He also advocates canceling visas
and increasing visa fees as alternative ways to force Mexico to pay for
the wall. In addition to securing the
southern border, Trump has promised to deport as many as 11 million
undocumented immigrants, according to NBC.
The Washington Post has reported that while it may be difficult to

construct the wall and carry out Deportation on the scale that Trump advocates, he could reverse several of
the Obama administration’s policies,
such as refusing to protect those who,
at a young age, were illegally brought
into the United States.

Russia
Vladimir Putin and Russia have come
under fire in the last few years for the
country’s expansion in eastern Europe and aggressive cyber policies,
seen most vividly in hacks leading up
to the U. S. election. Trump has spoken favorably of Russian President
Vladimir Putin and has expressed a
desire to foster positive relationships
between the two countries.
Trump has also questioned the legitimacy of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), an alliance of
North American and European states
created during the Cold War to contain the expansion of the Soviet Union.
This caused a good deal of American
allies to wring their hands, but Trump
has since stated that he would stand
by U.S. NATO commitments.
Former presidents George W. Bush
and Barack Obama both sought to
improve relations with Russia and
both failed, indicating the restoration process is far from simple.
Further, Time Magazine points out
that, in order to strengthen ties,
Trump might need to make concessions regarding the recent Russian
expansion, something that will not
go over well with many leaders on
both sides of the Atlantic.
Trade
Trump has often been an outspoken critic of the globalization of the
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world economy brought on by free
trade deals, which he says have taken jobs away from the United States.
He has frequently voiced opposition
to deals such as the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP),
as well as advocating tariffs on imported goods.
He has accused China, Mexico and
other nations of taking advantage
of the United States in recent trade
deals, and has promised to negotiate better deals or pull out of current
ones. This policy might express itself
in the U.S. refusing to sign the TPP
or a renegotiation of NAFTA, the latter would be more difficult but NPR’s
Marilyn Geewax, points out that
Trump could “strangle” it by hassling
corporations that have operations in
Mexico and the United States.
Overall, Trump’s trade policies
could help some sectors of the United States economy but could hurt
others. It is still unknown how the

international community and economy will react to Trump’s presidency—and if trade wars will break out
over his radical policies.

ISIS
Trump has not divulged much of his
plan to defeat the Islamic State (ISIS),
hoping to use what he described in
the last presidential debate as “the element of surprise” against the group.
He has suggested different tactics at
different times, from advocating torture and targeting families of terrorists (In March, Trump backtracked
from these statements and promised
to respect international law according to CNN) to potentially deploying troops.
On his website, Trump says he
plans to work with the international community to defeat ISIS. He also
proposes attacking ISIS’ ideology by
exposing the evils of their belief system. He advocates restricting immigration “from some of the most

dangerous and volatile regions of the
world that have a history of exporting
terrorism,” according to his website.
Another way that Trump is combatting the terrorist group is by using
the phrase “radical Islam.” Politifact
reports that President Obama has
avoided using this term in an attempt
to discourage the view that Islam
and the west are in conflict. However, Trump sees value in it, saying “If
we want to protect the quality of life
for all Americans . . . then we need to
tell the truth about radical Islam,” according to Politifact.
These are just some of the issues
Trump has talked about addressing
as president. As Max Boot of Foreign
Policy points out, many of Trump’s
policies are not fully fleshed out,
meaning that he could back away
from some of his more radical proposals. However, if this election cycle
has proven anything, it is to expect
the unexpected.
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